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(54) Active pixel sensor integrated with a pinned photodiode 



(57) The optimization of two technologies (CMOS 
and CCD) wherein a pinned photodiode is integrated 
into the image sensing element of an active pixel sen- 
sor. Pinned photodiodes are fabricated with CCD proc- 
ess steps into the active pixel architecture. Charge 
integrated within the active pixel pinned photodiode is 
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transferred into the charge sensing node by a transfer 
gate. The floating diffusion is coupled CMOS circuitry 
that can provide the addressing capabilities of individual 
pixels. Alternatively, a buried channel photocapacitor 
can be used in place of the pinned photodiode. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



The present invention relates to image sensing 
devices, and more particularly, to the integration of 
charge coupled device (CCD) technology within CMOS 
technology. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Active pixel sensors refer to electronic image sen- 
sors within active devices, such as transistors, that are 
associated with each pixel. An active pixel sensor has 
the advantage of being able to easily incorporate signal 
processing and decision making circuitry on the same 
chip. Conventional active pixel sensors typically employ 
polysilicon photocapacrtors or photogates as the active 
image sensing elements. These conventional active 
pixel sensors suffer from poor blue color response, high 
dark current and image lag. 

Pinned photodiodes have been employed within 
charge coupled devices and have shown advantages in 
the area of color response for blue light, dark current 
density and image lag. For this reason pinned photodi- 
odes are normally associated with high performance 
image sensors. Heretofore, pinned photodiodes have 
typically been employed as photoelements for charge 
coupled devices. An example of such a use of a pinned 
photodiode can be seen in THE PINNED PHOTODI- 
ODE FOR AN INTERLINE-TRANSFER CCD IMAGE 
SENSOR, by Burkey et al.. IEDM 84, 1984, pages 28- 
31 . However, charge coupled device technology lacks in 
the amount and type of circuitry elements that can be 
placed on a device. 

From the foregoing discussion it should be appar- 
ent that there remains a need within the art of semicon- 
ductors for a pinned photodiode employed within a 
semiconductor technology that can provide advanced 
circuitry elements. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention overcomes the shortcomings 
of the prior art by providing for the optimization of two 
technologies (CMOS and CCD) wherein a pinned pho- 
todiode is integrated into the image sensing element of 
an active pixel sensor. Pinned photodiodes are normally 
fabricated with CCD technology. By incorporating the 
appropriate process steps from CCD technology, a 
pinned photodiode can be integrated into the active 
pixel architecture. To improve the blue response and the 
dark current limitations of the active pixel sensor, a new 
CMOS imager has been integrated with a pinned photo- 
diode using a mixed process technology. This technol- 
ogy combines CMOS and CCD processes to provide 
the best features from both technologies. 



FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the pinned photo- 
diode based active pixel sensor of the present invention. 
s FIG. 2 is a cross sectional diagram of the devices 

used in creating the sensor of the present invention. 

FIG. 3a through FIG. 3g illustrate the various proc- 
ess steps employed in creating the device of FIG. 2. 

10 DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

It has been discovered that technological features 
of a charge coupled device (CCD) can be employed to 
CMOS type semiconductors to create an active pixel 
is sensor having a pinned photodiode using both technol- 
ogies. 

FIG. 1 shows a schematic diagram of the pinned 
photodiode based active pixel sensor of the present 
invention, as employed within a CMOS based signal 

20 processing system. To improve the blue response, 
reduce lag and minimize the dark current characteristics 
of the active pixel sensor, a new CMOS imager has 
been integrated with a pinned photodiode 12 using a 
mixed process technology. This combines n-well CMOS 

25 technology and a pinned photodiode CCD processes to 
provide a sensor having the best features from both 
technologies. An n x m pinned photodiode active pixel 
sensor can be designed and fabricated, where n and m 
are number of pixels on the edges of the sensor. The 

30 present invention has advantages by incorporating 
image-sensor CCD technology in CMOS active sensor. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross sectional diagram of the 
devices used in creating the sensor of the present 
invention. This is the result of integration of an active 

35 pixel sensor (APS) architecture typically fabricated in 
Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor (CMOS) 
technology with a pinned photodiode 12 (PPD) device 
using a mixed process technology. This new technology 
allows mixing of CMOS and high performance Charge- 

40 Coupled Device (CCD) modules. The PPD 12 becomes 
the photoactive element in an XY-addressable area 
array with each pixel containing active devices for the 
transfer 14. readout via floating diffusion 16, and reset 
18 functions. An n-well CMOS technology was com- 

45 bined with the CCD process to provide the best features 
from both technologies. By replacing the polysilicon 
photocapacitor or photogate in conventional APS with 
the pinned photodiode 12, deficiencies in poor blue 
response, image lag and high dark current are mini- 

50 mized. 

A buried-channel photocapacitor (not shown) 
biased in the accumulation mode would not have the 
limitations in dark current that CMOS technology has. A 
buried channel photcapacitor has essentially equivalent 
55 dark current characteristics to the PPD. The blue 
response problem can also be eliminated by using 
transparent gating material. An example of such a 
material would be Indium Tin Oxide (ITO). Therefore, 
employing both a buried channel photocapacitor with a 
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transparent gate electrode provides for superior charac- 
teristics for blue light response and dark current, similar 
to those achieved by the PPD. Both the buried channel 
photocapacitor with a transparent gate and the PPD are 
devices typically associated with CCD technology. The 5 
present invention incorporates these devices from the 
CCD technology with CMOS processing capabilities. 
The construction of a active pixel sensor employing a 
buried channel photcapacitor would be similar to the 
PPD in FIG. 2 with the photocapitor structured much like w 
the transfer gate of the PPD embodiment. The transfer 
gate of the photocapacitor embodiment then would be 
without the buried channel of the transfer gate used by 
the PPD embodiment. 

The process integration mixes the two technologies 15 
resulting in performance which is comparable to that 
obtained by each of the conventional processes, individ- 
ually. This was demonstrated on linear image sensors 
and CMOS test circuits. 

In the mixed process technology, schematic repre- 20 
sentation of the process flow is given in FIG. 3a through 
3g. 

FIG. 3a illustrates the patterning and ion implanta- 
tion used within the present invention to form n-well 40 
which is used to contain the PMOS transistors that will 25 
form part of the control circuits of present invention. 

FIG. 3b and 3c show the patterning and growth of 
isolation oxide/field oxide which is used for isolating 
devices to be formed on the silicon layer 2 with or with- 
out epitaxial layers and with or without wells structures. 30 

FIG. 3d illustrates the patterning and ion implanta- 
tion of an n-type buried channel 15 which is used to 
form the transfer gate 14 of the pixel within the present 
invention. After the implantation of the buried channel 
15, photoresist layer 52 is removed and a polysilicon 35 
layer 26 is formed upon the substrate. The polysilicon 
26 is used to form local interconnects and the gates of 
transistors. Both PMOS and NMOS transistors will have 
their gates formed by this polysilicon 26. 

FIG. 3e shows the patterning of the polysilicon 26 40 
with photoresist 54 and implantation of N+ dopant to 
form source and drain regions. This results in source 
and drain regions that are self aligned to the remaining 
polysilicon 26. This forms the NMOS transistors within 
the preferred embodiment. 45 

FIG. 3f show the construction of the PPD by pat- 
terning with photoresist 56 areas for two additional 
implants. The first implant is to create a photodiode by 
implanting a deeper N+ impurity than was previously 
used by the source and drain implants discussed above, so 
The deeper implant yields substantial increases in 
photo response due to an increase collection path for 
the incident photo carriers with the deeper implant. A 
pinning layer 22 implant is then made using high doses 
of low energy P+ dopant that remains near the surface 55 
of the photodiode 32. 

FIG. 3g shows the patterning with photoresist 58 
and the following ion implantation of the source/drains 
of the PMOS transistors. As with the NMOS transistors, 



the source/drain implants for the PMOS transistors are 
self aligned with the selected polysilicon. P+ implant are 
used to construct the PMOS transistors. 

The device is completed by the appropriate planari- 
zation and metalization steps. 

The imager architecture of the present invention 
can be employed to signal processing circuitry of prior 
art devices to increase their overall performance. An 
example is the incorporation of the present invention 
into an earlier designs implemented at Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. This earlier design is described in IEEE 
Transactions on Electron Devices, Vol. 41, No. 3, March 
1994 (hereinafter referred to as JPL). While describing 
a photogate integrated into an active pixel sensor, the 
device as taught by JPL did not provide a sensor that 
yielded satisfactory blue wavelength color response. 
Additionally, the JPL device lacked sufficient low dark 
current noise characteristics. The present invention 
overcomes these shortcomings by incorporating pinned 
photodiode technology not conventionally applied within 
CMOS technology. This results in an image sensor hav- 
ing superior response for blue light and improved dark 
current noise characteristics. 

While the best mode known to the inventor has 
been disclosed by the preferred embodiment, various 
modfications will be obvius to those skilled in the art. 
These obvious modifications should be considered in 
view of the appended claims. 

Claims 

1. A method for integrating a pinned photodiode into 
an active pixel sensor comprising the steps of: 

providing a substrate made from a semicon- 
ductor material of a first conductivity type with a 
series of masking layers including at least one 
conductive layer on a major surface of the sub- 
strate; 

forming at least one well of a second conductiv- 
ity type that is opposite the first conductivity 
type in area where control circuitry is to be built, 
and forming an active area over the substrate; 
patterning at least one transfer gate and a 
series of local interconnections; 
forming structures for a charge sensing means, 
including, creating patterns representing a first 
set of sources and drains for a predetermined 
set of transistors, including at least one drain 
for each of the transfer gates such that the 
drain is self aligned to the transfer gate; 
implanting a second conductivity type opposite 
the first conductivity type as to create the first 
set of sources and drains; 
patterning at least one image sensing area 
adjacent to the transfer gate; 
implanting within the image sensing area a 
material of the second conductivity type to cre- 
ate a photodiode; 
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implanting on top of the photodiode a pinning 
layer comprising the first conductivity type; 
creating patterns representing a second set of 
sources and drains for a predetermined set of 
transistors; 

implanting the first conductivity type to create 
the second set of sources and drains; and 
creating a predetermined set of contacts on 
first and second set of source drains. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step 
of providing a transfer region of the second conduc- 
tivity type below the transfer gate such that it is 
essentially self aligned with the transfer gate side 
opposite the photodiode. 

3. The invention of claim 2 wherein the step of 
implanting on top of the photodiode a pinning layer 
further comprises implanting the first conductivity 
type such that it has at least one edge that overlaps 
the transfer region and is at the surface of the sec- 
ond conductivity type. 

4. The invention of claim 1 further comprising the step 
of providing the drain self aligned to the transfer 
gate is a fbating diffusion region that is coupled to 
the second set of sources and drains. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the steps relating to 
implanting the first and second sets of sources and 
drains are reversed. 

6. An active pixel sensor having at least one pinned 
photodiode comprising: 

a substrate of a semiconductor material of a 
first conductivity type having a series of mask- 
ing layers including at least one conductive 
layer, and at least one charge sensing means; 
at least one transfer gate and a series of local 
interconnections upon the conductive layer; 
a first set of implants made from a second con- 
ductivity type that is opposite the first conduc- 
tivity type, the first set of implants functioning 
as sources and drains for a first set of transis- 
tors, including at least one source for each of 
the transfer gates such that the drain is self 
aligned to the transfer gate; 
at least one image sensing area adjacent to the 
transfer gate formed from one of the sources 
implanted within the substrate to create a pho- 
todiode, with a pinning layer comprising a 
material of the first conductivity type on top of 
the photodiode; 

a second set of implants used as sources and 
drains for a second set of transistors made 
from implants of the first conductivity type, the 
second set of transistors being formed in con- 
junction with any remaining the first set of tran- 



sistors that were not used to the create image 
sensors to form a CMOS control circuit couple 
to the image sensor by the local connection; 
and 

5 a predetermined set of contacts on first and 

second set of source drains. 

7. The pixel sensor of claim 6 further comprising a 
transfer region of the second conductivity type 
io below the transfer gate such that it is essentially self 
aligned with the side of the transfer gate adjacent to 
the photodiode. 

8- The pixel sensor of claim 7 wherein the pinning 
is layer further comprises that it has at least one edge 
that is self aligned to the side of the transfer region 
adjacent to the photodiode. 

9. The pixel sensor of claim 6 further comprising the 
20 charge sensing means is a drain being self aligned 
to the transfer gate comprising a floating diffusion 
region that is coupled to the second set of sources 
and drains. 

25 10. The pixel sensor of claim 6 wherein the image 
sensing area is an array of pinned photodiodes that 
is operattvely controlled by the CMOS control circuit 
via the local interconnections. 
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(54) Active pixel sensor integrated with a pinned photodiode 



(57) The optimization of two technologies (CMOS 
and CCD) wherein a pinned photodiode is integrated 
into the image sensing element of an active pixel sen- 
sor. Pinned photodiodes are fabricated with CCD proc- 
ess steps into the active pixel architecture. Charge 
integrated within the active pixel pinned photodiode is 
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transferred into the charge sensing node by a transfer 
gate. The floating diffusion is coupled CMOS circuitry 
that can provide the addressing capabilities of individual 
pixels. Alternatively, a buried channel photocapacitor 
can be used in place of the pinned photodiode. 



OUTPUT 



CO 
< 




CO 
CO 

1^ 



LU 



Pf imea Dy xerox (UK) Business Serwces 



BNSOOCID <EP. 



07380 10A3 i > 



EP 0 738 010 A3 



3 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 96 10 5606 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Cateqorv 



Citation ot document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lntCI-6) 



US 5 262 871 A (WILDER JOSEPH ET AL) 16 
November 1993 

* figures 5A.130 * 

* figures 13E,13F * 

* column 18, line 32 - column 20, line 15 



US 5 369 039 A (HYNECEK JAR0SLAV) 29 
November 1994 

2, line 20 - line 46 * 

3, line 46 - column 9, line 54 * 
10, line 26 - column 11, line 16 



* column 

* column 

* column 
* 



MENDIS S ET AL: "CMOS active pixel image 
sensor" 

IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ELECTRON DEVICES, 

MARCH 1994, USA, 

vol. 41, no. 3, pages 452-453, 

XP002074480 

ISSN 0018-9383 

* page 452 * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 013, no. 578 (E-864), 20 December 

1989 

& JP 01 243462 A (HITACHI LTD), 28 
September 1989 

* abstract * 

-/- 



6,9,10 



H01L27/146 



1-5 



6,9,10 



1-5 



1-10 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnt.CI.6) 



H01L 



1-10 



The present search report has been drawn up tor all claims 



S 

5 

o 



Place ot search 



THE HAGUE 



Da»« ot comptebon ol me search 

13 August 1998 



Examiner 

Visscher, E 



CATEG3RY OF Ci x ED DOCUMENTS 



X particularly relevant it taken atone 

Y particularly relevant it combined with another 

document ot the same cateqory 
A technological background 

P intermediate document 



T theory or onnctple underlying the invention 
E earlier patent document, but published on. or 

after rhe tiling date 
D document cited in the appl cation 
L document cited tor other reasons 

& ry&rrtwr "I the r.amo patent family rorrecpcndirg 
document 



BNSDOCID <EP .0738O10A3 I - 



EP 0 738 010 A3 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 96 10 5606 



Category 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Citation oi document with indication, where appropriate. 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION I1M.CI.6) 



A,D 



BURKEY B C ET AL: "THE PINNED PH0T0DI00E 
FOR AN INTERLINER-TRANSFER CCD IMAGE 
SENSOR" 

INTERNATIONAL ELECTRON DEVICES MEETING 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, DECEMBER 9-12, 1984 ' 
vol. SESS: 1-11, no. PR0C . 1984, 9 
December 1984, pages 28-31, XP000570320 
INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS 



1.6 



ENGINEERS 

* figures 

* page 28 
1 ine 2 * 



1,2 * 
column 



1, line 1 - column 2, 



The present search report has been drawn up for all claims 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnt.CI.6) 



Placo of scarcn 

THE HAGUE 



Dale o* compteoon ul the s*arch 

13 August 1998 



CATEGORY OF CI T ED DOCUMENTS 

X particularly relevant it taken alone 

< particularly relevant it combined witn anotner 

document o» the same category 
A technological oackground 
O non-written disclosure 
P intermediate -uLu'nen 



Examner 

Visscher, E 



T theory or pnnctple underlying the invention 
E t*ar(:er patent document. Out puDttsned on, or 

after the 'i!ing date 
D document cited ir the application 
L document cited tor other reasons 

K -nn-nfor 5* tn» '.ime catent family corrocponoing 
document 



3 



BNSDOCID <EP 073S010A3 I -> 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 



O FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

dl LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: — 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




